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Rhyme Scheme
	One poem that I enjoy is The Voice by Thomas Hardy because it is very interesting and musical. The rhyme scheme of the poem is an Abab with a twist because the rhyme scheme is not uniform throughout the poem specifically the words written at the end of the first and third lines of the stanzas rhyme. In addition, the words written at the end of the second and fourth line of each stanza also rhymes (Hardy & Björk, 2016). The illustration below explains the rhyme
Or is it only the breeze, in its listlessness
Travelling across the wet mead to me here,
You being ever dissolved to wan wistlessness,
Heard no more again far or near?
	The twist comes about when the author puts an additional rhyme scheme on the last three syllables of line one and three. This is visible in the first three stanzas while the last stanza contains a rhyme for the last two syllables of line one and three thus coming up with a rich rhyme (Hardy & Björk, 2016). Poets achieve the rich rhyme by inserting rhyming syllables at the end of each line. Examples of this type of rhyme is evident in the first stanza where he uses “all to me” and “come to me”. In the third stanza, the examples are “wistlessness” and “listlessness”. In the first and second lines, there is an evident use of internal rhyme with the words “here” and “near”. The rhyme schemes make it easier for the reader to understand the tone as well as the theme of the poem (de Silva, 2016).
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